Online Packet for American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang

Read book and answer these questions after you've read.

Chapter 1

   1. What are the psychological transformations the Monkey King experiences in the first chapter?

Chapter 2

   1. p 23 - 24 What is the message of the parable? What is its relevance to ABC?

   2. p 27 - 28 What is the significance of the conversation with the herbalist? His response? Her "warning?" How does this work as a foreshadowing device?

   3. p 30 - 31 What do we learn about Jin's new life in comparison to his life in San Francisco's Chinatown?

   4. p 33 The kids who calls Jin "bucktooth" is drawn with buck teeth himself. What purpose does this serve?

   5. p 36 What happens that makes Jin want to beat up Wei-Chen?

Chapter 3

   1. What does the use of the clap clap clap and ha ha ha mean to you? Why does the author do this? What about the title, "Everyone Ruvs Chin-Kee?"

   2. What stereotypes are exploited in this section? Make a list of them. Be sure to note stereotypes for both Chin-Kee and Danny.

Chapter 4

   1. p 62 - 63 examine the way that the Monkey King is illustrated. In what way does his transformed appearance reflect his transformed character?

   2. What happens to the Monkey King each time he is laughed at by another god. Can you connect this to question #1 from chapter 1?

   3. The Monkey King flies through the boundaries of reality itself. How does the author represent this? Is it effective and why? What other ways does the author use the visual language of the comic to reflect the content of the story (notice pages 78 and 79)? (This is related to the idea that form follows function).

   4. p 80 - 81 explore again the theme of the Monkey King's psychological profile. What might he be experiencing here? 

Chapter 5

   1. Look at the Melanie in the Chin-Kee chapters and Amelia Harris in Jin's chapters, they are nearly identical. What other connections can you trace between these two story lines?

   2. p 89 What differences are there between Jin and Wei Chen in how they are represented? What psychological information can we infer about Wei Chen when he dates Suzy Nakamura? What lesson is Wei Chen teaching Jin?

   3. p 90 - 92 Why the dashed lines around the speech balloons? What other kinds of lines are around the speech balloons throughout the story? What information does the line convey?

   4. p 104 - 105 Jin says "everything was a blur," how does the author show this?  

Chapter 6

   1. Returning to the question of stereotypes, what other stereotypes do you notice in this section? Look at all of the characters.

   2. p 123 Why does try to distance himself from Chin-Kee? How does he do it?

   3. p 126 - 127 What clues can you find to explain why Chin-Kee comes to visit? Why, do you deduce, is it that Chin-Kee comes to visit?

   4. p 128 Why does Danny say, "so I can pee in it?" What psychological impulse might make him say that? 

Chapter 7

   1. p 139 Why has Lai-Tsao found favor with Tze-Yo-Tzuh?

   2. p145 What does Lai-Tsao mean when he talks to the Monkey King in panel #4?

   3. Why does the Monkey King choose to release himself and follow Lai-Tsao?

   4. p163 How do the two voices get represented on this page? To whom do they belong? How do they relate to each other?

   5. p 175 panel #4 The author shows kids laughing while Wei-Chen is taking to Amelia. What does the juxtaposition of this panel with the other panels on the page do for the reader?

   6. p 180 - 183 How does the author emphasize Jin's emotions? What other examples have you noticed from throughout the book?

   7. p 187 Why does Suzy say she feels embarrassed all of the time? Why do you think Jin kisses Suzy?

   8. 191 Why does Jin reject Wei-Chen? What might be going on with Jin, from a psychological point of view?

   9. 193 - 194 What is the significance of the dream? Make sure you look at all the illustrations carefully and study them for subtle meaning.

  10. p 198 What has happened here? What was your own emotional/psychological reaction to this moment? 

Chapter 8

   1. p 213 who is Danny? Who is Chin-Kee? What does this mean? What are their true forms?

   2. p 215 As it turned out, the star was the star of Bethlehem and the three boxes were the three gifts from the three wise men. What significance does this hold for the story American Born Chinese?

   3. p 221 What does the Monkey King mean by a sign post to your soul?

   4. p 223 How might the 4th panel apply to Jin?

   5. p 226 Jin reveals that he can't read Chinese. What do you think is significant about that?

   6. Jin doesn't know why he's going to the bakery but he goes night after night, why?

   7. This book ends with a conversation about milk tea. Wei-Chen is speaking Chinese. Why does the book end like this? What can we infer about these two characters? What predictions do you make about each of them? 

Track the use of < > in the story. What role does this play? i.e. when is it used? How does its use change over the duration of the book?

Track the formal techniques the author uses to support his story. Explain how each one supports the content of the story.

<GROUP WORK, DO NOT DO THIS INDIVIDUALLY>

Discussion questions for AFTER you've read the book

If you haven't read the book, please read on at your own risk, questions may give away the ending.  

   1. American Born Chinese is the first graphic novel to win the Printz Award and be a finalist for the National Book Award. Why do you think it was picked for these awards and honors? Would you have chosen it? Explain.

   2. Graphic novels appeal to a variety of people. There are a variety of graphic novel genres such as fantasy, super-hero, non-fiction, etc. Have you read graphic novels in the past? How did American Born Chinese compare? Graphically speaking what appealed to you? What did not?

   3. Did you find the graphic novel an effective way for Yang to tell his story?

   4. Yang uses humor to make light of experiences that are not so humorous for the immigrants that experience them. Often when reading we laugh at painful experiences of the characters. Have you or anyone you've known had experiences that were funny to others, but very painful to you? If possible, explain. Do you think Yang used the technique of humor appropriately?

   5. What can be learned from the Monkey King and American Born Chinese?

   6. Yang uses a television show to tell Chin-Kee's story. Why do you think he does this? Was it effective? Why?

   7. The Monkey King chooses to be stuck in the mountain of rocks for 500 years, to escape he must return to his "true form." How do the other characters experience this in American Born Chinese? Have you experienced a similar situation in your life?

   8. Wei-Chen's transformer robot monkey symbolizes so much in the graphic novel. How do the characters in American Born Chinese "transform" themselves for American society? Do you "transform" yourselves? Why? 

Websearch

INDIVIDUAL WORK 

For each website you visit, summarize key points, and list new questions that you have after visiting the website. Lastly, write a thoughtful response that ties what you've learned on the website with your evolving understanding of American Born Chinese. Please make all written work legible. Points will be deducted for poor presentation.

1.. Learning About and Applying Jin's Move to a New Place

“A Virtual Journey into San Francisco 's Chinatown .” Update/creation date unavailable. Harcourt School Publishers. Accessed 22 Sep. 2007. < http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/chinatown/intro.html>.

An interesting look at Chinatown and the Chinese American culture of that area. This will help give students an idea of the area Jin left in American Born Chinese . Have students compare Chinatown with maybe a typical suburban area, and suggest reasons why it was difficult for Jin to fit in at his new school at first. Students may write a response about how they would handle moving to a completely different area.

2. Understanding Why Jin Felt Alienated at School

“Anti-Chinese Agitation.” 15 Mar. 2005. American Memory from the Library of Congress. Accessed 22 Sep. 2007. < http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/chinese/history4.html> .

This site provides a comprehensive background to the beginnings of anti-Chinese sentiment in the United States . The site also provides excellent primary sources, including photos and letters, which illustrate the conditions faced by early Chinese immigrants, as well as connection questions to help students begin to think about the social history of Yang's book.

3. The Tradition of Staying Close

“Setting the Stage.” Update/creation date unavailable. Teaching with Historical Places. Accessed 22 Sep. 2007. < http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/locke/losetting.htm>.

This site provides a good explanation of why early Asian immigrants tended to settle together, including a background of the political and social atmosphere. In light of American Born Chinese , you may want to emphasize with your students the tradition of living together, and how frightening it might be for someone to move away from such a close-knit community.

4. Understanding Self-Imposed Labels

Watkins, Hilary. Original idea. “What Are You?” Brigham Young University . 22 Sep. 2007. Please fold a paper in half lengthwise. In one column,  list everything about yourself you believe is defining, such as race, religion, height, gender, language, etc. In the other column, have write if the label is positive, negative, or both. This exercise should help your awareness of labels, as well as their influence on their own self-imposed labels. Discuss with your group.

5. The Influences Behind the Book

Yang, Gene Luen. Personal web log. Update/creation date unavailable. Humble Comics. Accessed 22 Sep. 2007. <http://www.humblecomics.com/blog/index.php>.

Yang's blog is a great way to become familiar with the man who wrote the book. He has many links to sites relating both to Chinese Americans and to the comics medium, which students can view to help round out their understanding of the traditional and cultural background of American Born Chinese .

6. More About ABC 's Three Stories

Yang, Gene Luen. Professional web log. Update/creation date unavailable. First Second. Accessed 22 Sep. 2007. <http://www.firstsecondbooks.net/authors/geneYangBlogMain.html>.

This page explains the origin of the three story threads featured in this book. Yang's own explanation helps students understand the “whys” of writing these stories, and the significance of these stories to him as a Chinese American.

7. Negative Perceptions that Persist Today

Yi, Matthew and Ryan Kim. “Asian Americans seen negatively: Results of landmark survey startling, disheartening.” San Francisco Chronicle 27 Apr. 2001, A1. < http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2001/04/27/MN199998.DTL>.

This article, contemporary to American Born Chinese , explains the unpleasant sentiments towards Asian Americans that still persist from earlier centuries. This article would be a good springboard for class discussion about race perceptions.

8. The History Behind Chinese Names

“Family Tree of Chinese Last Names Dating Back to 5,000 Years!” 2000. Yutopian Online. Accessed 29 Sep. 2007. < http://www.yutopian.com/names/>.

Students can reference this site during their reading to discover the meanings of the names that come up in the book. The traditions behind these names may help students to understand Yang's selection in his novel.

9. Finding Legends Around the World

“Mythology & Legends.” Update/creation date unavailable. ThinkQuest. Accessed 29 Sep. 2007. < http://www.thinkquest.org/library/cat_show.html?cat_id=131>.

As students begin to look for their own tale to write about in a personal narrative and to incorporate into a comic strip, this site can help introduce them to a broad range of myths and legends from around the world. Many sites will then help students narrow down their search.

10. Negative Racial Images in Art

“Racial Stereotypes in Popular Cultural.” 15 Mar. 2005. American Memory from the Library of Congress. Accessed 29 Sep. 2007. < http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/collections/chinese/langarts.html>.

This site provides a wealth of racially stereotyped cartoons from an era of Chinese immigration to the United States . In light of the comic style of this book, the cartoons show how Chinese Americans used to be perceived and portrayed in popular American culture. Teachers can underscore with students the need to be responsible in the art and literature they create, as it will influence many who participate in it.

11. More Chinese Legends

Jordan, David K. “Chinese Tales.” Personal website. U of California , San Diego . Accessed 29 Sep. 2001.  http://weber.ucsd.edu/%7Edkjordan/chin/hbtales.html  

Students can reference this site for ideas for their comic strip. This emeritus professor's page contains links to dozens of traditional Chinese stories he has collected in his research. Many would be appropriate for a student to involve in their personal narratives and then draw into a comic.

12. Who Was the Monkey King?

Yang, Gene Luen. “The Monkey King.” 2001. Humble Comics. Accessed 29 Sep. 2007. < http://www.humblecomics.com/monkey/>.

The story of the monkey king is probably foreign to most students. Yang created an in-depth site about the history and variations on the traditional tale, as well as his Christian reinterpretation of a piece of his Chinese heritage. This is a very student-friendly site; they can explore this after reading the first section on the monkey king in the novel.

.

Essay Questions

choose one and write a 2 - 3 page double spaced response. you will have the opportunity to revise your essay, so instead of focusing on perfection, focus on developing a strong argument. you can revise as many times as needed to get the grade you want.

1. Discuss the psychological development of Jin and the Monkey King. Using the answers to the reading questions above, develop a theory of about how each of these characters responded to their environment. How were they affected by the way they were treated by those around them? Look at what forces were at play to cause them to develop from beginning to middle to end of the story. Discuss the ways in which the development of the Monkey King serves as an allegory for the evolution of Jin.

or

2. Discuss the ways in which American Born Chinese demonstrates that in a work of art form follows function. Look at the formal techniques the author uses such as various speech balloons, interspersing character frames with atmosphere frames, use of the paint (splattered, blurred, blended), the layout and use of panels. Discuss how the visual language conveys emotion, tone, and characterization. Be sure to discuss creative decisions that the author made i.e. making the Chin-Kee chapters a TV show, making Melanie and Amelia the same character (note the similar letters in both names), the use of color ink on glossy paper.

