These study questions are to be answered individually in a reading log.

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 1 

1. What is the first thing you notice about Spiegelman's method of presentation?
What characterizes his comic-book style? 

2. Before the memoir proper begins, why does Spiegelman (Artie) present us with the roller-skating episode from his childhood? 

3. When and where does the first chapter take place? What was Vladek's profession? 

4. When he goes to see his relatives in Poland, how are the Poles depicted? 

5. Whom does Vladek marry and where do they live? 

6. Why does Art include the story about Lucia, when his father told him to leave it out?
What does Art mean when he says he wants to make the story more real, more human? 

7. In Chapter One, is there any sense of what's about to happen to Vladek, his family, and his people?

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 2 

1. What gets Anja in trouble, how does Vladek react, and how do they get out of it? 

2. What happens to Anja shortly after the birth of their son, Richieu? 

3. What do they see when they go to Czechoslovakia in 1938? 

4. What do they hear about what is happening in Germany? 

5. What is the situation when they return to Poland? 

6. What happens to Vladek shortly after they return? 

7. Why do you think Art concludes the chapter in the way he does, just as Vladek goes to war?
What do we learn by this brief return to the present? 

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 3 

1. How does Art open chapter three? What do we learn? 

2. What did Vladek's father do when Vladek was called to join the army as a young man? 

3. What happens to Vladek in the war? 

4. What is life like for Vladek in the prisoner of war camp? 

5. What dream does Vladek have in the camp? 

6. What happens when the POWs are returned to Poland? 

7. How does Vladek get out of the POW camp? 

8. How does Vladek get back to Sosnowiec? 

9. How does Chapter Three conclude? What do these episodes from the present show us about Vladek? About Art? Why does Art include them? 

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 4 

1. How is Vladek able to get by in Sosnowiec? 

2. Describe the increasingly difficult conditions in the town. 

3. What does Ilzecki propose to Vladek? What is the outcome, both for Vladek's family and Ilzecki's? 

4. What happens to some of Vladek's black market business contacts? How does Vladek react, then and now? 

5. What happens to Anja's grandparents? What does Vladek say here about Jews's attitudes toward turning in other Jews? 

6. What does Vladek say about their knowledge of Auschwitz? 

7. What happens at the massive registration in the stadium? 

8. What do we learn in the concluding scene with Mala and Art? 

  

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 5 

1. What does the drain-pipe incident show us about Art's relationship with his father? 

2. Discuss Art's comic strip "Prisoner on the Hell Planet."
How does Mala react to the strip? Vladek? 

3. After they are relocated from Sosnowiec to Srodula, what happens to the family?
Shortly afterward, what happens to many children in Srodula? What later happens in Zawiercie (where Tosha and the children have gone)? 

4. How do Vladek and his family survive in Srodula? 

5. How do they get arrested by the Gestapo and how are they able to get out of detention? 

6. What kind of person is Haskel Spiegelman? What is his fate? How does Vladek feel about him? 

7. What happens to the people who decide to bribe the Germans and leave the bunker? 

8. How do Anja and Vladek eventually get out of the ghetto? 

9. What does Vladek have in his safe deposit box?
How does he feel about Mala? Do you think his characterization of her is accurate? 

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 1, Ch. 6 

1. Coming as it does after the concluding episode of Chapter Five, what is the significance of Mala and Art's conversation? 

2. What is Art worried about with respect to the portrayal of his father in his book? 

3. What is Mala and Vladek's appraisal of Art's book? 

4. What happens to Vladek and Anja when they return to Sosnowiec?
Where do they end up finding food and shelter? How does Vladek help them to survive? 

5. What happens on Vladek's trip to Kawka's farm to meet with the smugglers? 

6. What plan to do they undertake to get out of Poland? 

7. Whom does Vladek visit before they leave and why? 

8. How do they get arrested, and what does Vladek say when they arrive at Auschwitz? 

9. What happened to Anja's diaries? How does Art react? 

10. Having come to the end of Volume One, what do you think is the significance of the volume's subtitle, "My Father Bleeds History"?

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 2, Ch. 1 

1. What has happened to Vladek as we begin Volume Two? 

2. What does Art think about his relationship with his father and his attempt to write the book? 

3. What are Art's thoughts about his brother, Richieu, who died in the Holocaust? 

4. What insights do we gain in this chapter about the issues confronting the children of Holocaust survivors? 

5. What does Art think about his, or anyone's, attempt to depict the Holocaust? 

6. Why does Art say to Francoise, "in real life you'd never have let me talk this long"? 

7. What has happened to Mala? How does Vladek react? 

8. Francoise comments, "Maybe Auschwitz made him like that." Does Art agree? Do you? 

9. What happens when they get to Auschwitz? Whom do Vladek and Mandelbaum meet there and what do they learn? 

10. What does the priest tell Vladek about his tattoo number? 

11. What arrangement does Vladek make with the barrack's Kapo? How does this help him? 

12. What happens to Mandelbaum? What does Vladek speculate? 

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 2, Ch. 2 

1. What information do we get at the beginning of Chapter Two?
How are history and the present intertwined here?
How is Art depicted? How is his room depicted? Other people? 

2. Discuss Art's meeting with his psychiatrist. What ideas and attitudes are expressed here? 

3. Why does he call Art the "real survivor"? 

4. The psychiatrist questions the point about all of the books written about the Holocaust, since people haven't changed. He even suggests that people may need a bigger, newer Holocaust. What does he mean, and do you agree? 

5. At the beginning, what is Vladek's life like in Auschwitz?
How does he get Yidl to treat him well? 

6. How does he make contact with Anja? How is Anja managing? 

7. Discuss Vladek's survival skills in this chapter. For example, how does he fix the Gestapo soldier's boot? How does he get Anja assigned to the new barracks? 

8. Comment on the description of the crematoriums and cremation pits. 

9. Art asks his father why the Jews didn't try to resist. How does Vladek respond? 

  

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 2, Ch. 3 

1. Why do they eventually leave Auschwitz? Is this the end of their troubles? 

2. What is their journey back to Germany like? What is life like on the trains? How does Vladek survive? 

3. Why does Vladek make the trip to the grocery store? Why is this trip interwoven with his story of the journey from Auschwitz back to Germany? 

4. What happens to Vladek in Dachau? How does he eventually get out? 

5. Discuss the incident with the hitchhiker. 

  

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 2, Ch. 4 

1. What happens on the final legs of Vladek's journey? 

2. At what point do the camp survivors feel that they are safe? 

3. How does the first farmer treat Shivek and Vladek? 

4. How are the American soldiers depicted? How do they treat Vladek? 

5. Discuss the photographs of Anja's family that Vladek shows to Art.
How do Anja's and Vladek's families fare during the Holocaust? 

Study Questions for Spiegelman's Maus, Vol. 2, Ch. 5 

1. What is Vladek's situation at the beginning of Chapter Five? 

2. Why do Vladek and Anja leave Poland after the war? Where do they go? Why don't they come to America? 

3. How does Vladek secure work in Sweden? 

4. What happens to Vladek at the displaced persons' camp after the war? 

5. Why is Vladek warned not to go back to Sosnowiec? 

6. How do Anja and Vladek finally get reunited? 

7. Comment on the ending of the story. 


SHORT ANSWER ESSAY QUESTIONS
Choose 2 of the following 5 questions and answer each question with a 1 1/2 or 2-page typed double-spaced essay:

1. What does Maus do that pure text narratives cannot? In what ways do Spiegelman's crude drawings help us visualize things that words alone, or more "realistic" images, might be unable to portray? How does Maus differ, both in its subject matter and visual format, from other comic books you have read?

2. One of the problems inherent in representing human beings as cats and mice is that animals have a narrower range of facial expression. Are Spiegelman's animals as emotionally expressive as human characters might be? If so, what means does the cartoonist use to endow his mice and cats with "human" characteristics?

3. On page 23, Vladek asks his son to refrain from telling the story of his youthful involvement with Lucia Greenberg, claiming that "it has nothing to do with Hitler, with the Holocaust." Artie argues that this story "makes everything more human." Which of these statements do you agree with? Should the Holocaust be treated as an event so catastrophic that it makes private experience irrelevant? How do other books and films about the Holocaust, like Schindler's List, Night, or The Painted Bird, deal with this predicament?

4. Why do you think some Jews assisted the Germans, either by policing the ghettos or by informing on their people (see pp. 113 and 117)? Why might Vladek still send gift packages to Haskel, who betrayed his in-laws (p. 118)? In Vladek's place, would you do the same thing?

5. Maus contains several moments of comedy. Most of these take place during the exchanges between Artie, Vladek, and Mala. But humor even finds a place in the ghetto and the bunker, for example on page 119, when the cake sold to the starving Jews of Srodula turns out to have been made with laundry soap. What is the effect of this humor? Was it inaccurate or "wrong" of Spiegelman to have included such episodes within his survivor's tale?

