



"Revision is one of the exquisite pleasures of writing…." Bernard Malamud





Open up your paper in your word processor and then open up a new blank document. Copy the entire original paper into your new document. 


Name the new document the same name as the original but add rev1 after the title. This will help you in the future with papers that go through multiple revisions (rev2 or rev3). You don't ever want to overwrite your earlier versions. Otherwise, you may throw out some writing that you will want at a later date. 


Have your copy with my corrections next to you. 


Identify your thesis on the paper copy. In many cases, I've done this for you. If I haven't, highlight it and don't forget it, it's your guiding idea. If you're unsure of your thesis, you can see me to help identify it. 


In the new Word doc make the changes I have suggested on your paper. 


Some of my corrections are specific and simple such as grammar or punctuation. Go through your Word document and change the simple things first. This is a good warm-up and will help familiarize you with what you wrote. 


Some of my corrections require you to think through your ideas and find ways to express yourself clearly, to find a concrete example that supports an argument, or to rewrite an entire section. 


Where there are sections of writing that don't seem to fit, don't simply delete them. When I write, I take these stray bits and put them either at the very bottom of the current document separated by several lines or I open a third doc that I use as a clipboard. Sometimes things that don't fit where they are turn out to be that perfect sentence you need later in the paper. 


As you revise, ask yourself if what you are writing supports your thesis. Let's imagine you are writing a paper whose thesis is "Jin turning into Danny is the author's literal way of showing, and criticizing, Jin's desire to assimilate into white culture." If you find yourself writing a lot about the sit-com starring Danny's cousin Chin-Kee, you'll want to return to the thesis and ask yourself if this is relevant and, more importantly, if it deepens your central argument.  A paper of this length should have ONE central argument (hence, the importance of a thesis). Each paragraph must seek to deepen your argument through analysis, examples, and explanations (in that order).


Next, and most importantly, print out your newly revised paper and slowly read it out loud with a pen in your hand. This is where you delete extra words, find better ways of saying things, and correct grammar mistakes. You may feel silly, but you will be amazed how good your own ear is at editing your paper. All writers should do this. Good writers are the ones who actually do it. 


Lastly, fix the mistakes that you found. Delete any stray bits of writing. Save. Print. 


Congratulations! Your revised paper is now so much better than your first draft. 
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