Instructions for At-Home Summer Reading Assignments



For All 9th Grade Classes and for 10th, 11th, and 12th Grade General
I.  General Information

1. Make sure the reading list on the back of this sheet is correct for the grade and level of the English class you’ll take next year.  You are expected to read two books this summer:  one required book and one book you choose from this list.  Complete the assignment given below for EACH book you read.

2. Give the following basic information at the top of EACH summer reading assignment.

a)  Your name and incoming grade level
b)  Parent’s name, signature, and contact information.  (Parent signature certifies authenticity of student work)

c)  Basic bibliographical information:  author, title, publisher, date and place of publication.

3. Format:  Each completed assignment should be two to three pages long.  Type the assignments (double-and the in class essay based on your summer reading)

4. Turn these assignments in to your English teacher on the first day of school.  Later that week, you will use your work to write an in-class essay based on your summer reading.

5. The grade you earn on your summer reading assignment (including both at-home assignments and the in-class essay) will count for approximately 25% of your first marking period (maybe more, depending on your teacher). If you don’t do a satisfactory job you are unlikely to earn better than a C on your first report card.  Honors students: if you don’t complete this work and have it ready on the first day you will be removed form the honors track.

II.  Directions for the TWO at-home summer reading assignments.  Do the following for EACH book you read.  Use the underlined words to introduce each of your paper’s six sections.

    1.    SUBJECT:  Write a paragraph that tells what the story is about (summary).

THEME:  Theme can be described as:  the deepest meaning of a written work and what insight the author is trying to give about human nature and the human experience.   Use this definition to help you write a paragraph(s) that explains the theme of the book.

    2.  CHARACTER:  Write a paragraph describing the personality traits of EACH of the three main characters.  Include 
at least one QUOTE from the book, which describes EACH character (with page #)

    3.  CONFLICT: Choose from the list below the type of conflict that is most illustrated in the book. Write a paragraph 
describing the conflict.  Use at least one QUOTE 
(w/page #) from the book as evidence to support your ideas.



Man vs. Man


Man vs. Nature



Man vs. Self


Man vs. Technology



Man vs. Society

             Man vs. the Supernatural

   4.  CHANGE:  How do the characters grow or change as a result of the above conflict?  Write a paragraph describing the 
significance of the changes.  Use at least one QUOTE from the book as evidence to support your idea.

5.  PERSONAL CONNECTION:  What have you learned from this book?  What did you connect with in the book? How might what you learned influence your life?  Write a paragraph in answer to these questions.      

